
Stolen Generation and the NT lntervention
"Stop the lntervention, Human rights lor all."

Ngaiyi Niwili. Ngaiyi wur Ngangiwumerri ngi. Dede ngaiyi Malbin: my name is
Ni\\,iii My language groups are Ngangikurrungurr and Ngangiwumcni and my country is
Malfyin. in the Northern Territory. M\/ mother. Pilawuk White was fbrcibly removcd
liom her biological f'amily when she was thrcc years old; shc was a child ofthe Slolen
Ceneration. Throughout her adolesccnt lifc my mother was moved from school to school.
state to statc, cvcn given a western namc to stop her liom finding her family. When mum
$'as sixteen, thirtecn ycars afier being forcibly taken away from her famill'. she linall
met her biological mother. The Stolen Gcncration was a shamctill parl ofAustralia s

history but even belbre the federal govcrnment said sony, they introducc the Northem
Ierritorv Interventionl an equally racist lcgislation that complctely degrades our heritage,
culturc and o!r rights as Aboriginal Pcoplc. Today I will demonstrate the various ways
that the NT Inlervention reflects the Stolen (iencration and how it humiliates oul people.

The lntervention is a confscation ofAboriginal Pcop]e's rights; our communities are
completely controlledjust like the Stolcn (icncration, where childrcn were lbrced to
follow \\,hite laws and even rel;gion. In the Northcrn Tenitory spccia! laws apply ro
Aboriginal communitics rvhcrc money is quarantined and can only bc used in major
outlets not onl\ m$king it harder to purchase specific goods but this also slows down
small busiress iicome. Thcsc laws are separaling us from society; these laws are racisl
becausc they only target Aboriginal people.

ln thc period that the Assimilation Policy rvas enforced, Aboriginal Peoplc were
slereotypcd as unintelligent and white people werc believed to bc superior. Today
Aboriginal People. especiallv mcn are again stereotyped as alcoholics. pedophiles and
abusivc towards women and children. Personally. I knovr several rcsponsible Aborigjrral
men, dctinitely not abusive, nor alcoholics or pedophiles.

Whcn the Assimilation Polic), \l'as passed. allhough it directly alfccted them, it was nor
presented to thc Aboriginal Pcoplc ofAustralia so thcy had no say in their oq,n and their
children's lirture. Again. the N l intcrvention was rushed through parliament in a single
night without Aboriginal consent. I find it very hard to believc thal our or,.11 govcrnmenl.
in a democratic coLrntrl likc Australia. can do.uch lhing\ and not ercn a.k pirmir.ion
lrom the people it will affcct.

M! mother oftcn tclls me ol'how hard it was being removed from her family and the
anxiet) she experienced in thosc thirteen years of separation. Up home. in Pcppimenrr!i.
mum asks our family how things are and they just cry, our Elders are in so much paln
liom the loss ofindependcncc in the community. the loss ofculture, ianguagc and
coLrntry.

I Iistor), is repeating itself; the Government shouldn't abuse us in thc same way thcy
abu,ed u. in lhe pa.t u e are bcing dcnied our basi! humal] righrs. our people .tereotl pcd
and dcmonized. we arc not being consulted on our own la\\,s and the anxietv is returning.
Yibaetye mindadetyengi mumba tyifyipi ngambikat nime ngini.
Walking together all ofus in solidarity for what ue hope to achiere for the futurc_
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